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AﬂLEN SPECTER, PENRSY%.\IAMA CHA%?!MAN
: -'STRQM THUBMGNB $DL¥’TH LARCLINA JOHN D, ROCKEFELLER B, WEST Wi m;mm

CUFRANK ¢, BRIRKOWSKE, ALABKA BOB GRAHAM, FLORIDA

Ul JANES M. JESFORDE, VERMONT DAMEL K. AKAKA, HAWAN

- BEN MIGHTHORSE MMPBELE CDLDHADQ PAUL WELLSTONE, MINNESOTA
LARRY E. CRAIG, IDAND" - PATTY MURRAY, WASHINGTON

i GOTTLIER, MINORITY CREF COUNSEL/STAFF DIRECTOR

o T Y. TIM HUTCRINSON, mxmsas _ ';-A . v o ;
B CHARLES BATTAGLIA, STAFF DIRECTOR ° dlanl{g_l %tﬂtm %matz
B COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-8375

February 24, 1997

" Representative Terry Musser '
92nd Assembly District .
Post Office Box 8953
Maéison Wisconsin

Dea,r Representanw Musser

s - T hank you for your leﬁer af Janaary 22 1997 regaxdmg ihe Department of Veterans
e _Affaxrs (VA} resource allocation. ‘As the Chan‘man of the Senate. Cemmlttee on. Veterans '
Affairs,’1 am deeply concerned about the impact of cuts on our veterans: :

Congress appropriated a $450 million increase for VA health care for Fiscal Year 1997.
_Despite this VA has decided that there was not enough demand for care in many states to
rant a corresponding increase in funding. 1 disagree with the methodology VA used to
comie to this decision. VA has submitted its 1998 budget and it contains some questionable
assumptions. However, I will continue working with both Congress and the Administration to
ensure adequate health care fandmg for Veterans in 1998 and bevond

| Aﬁéiyszs and Statlstzcs for VISN 12 Whlch mciudes Wisconsm T have also 1nciucied the '
population pro;ectxons for VISN 18, headqumered in Phoenix, for a comparison. That
.pamCuiar VISN wﬁl Teceive a 6. 9% mcrease m healm care ﬁmdmg for fiscal year 1997.

__ I do wam you to know that I have taken the hberty ef farwardmg you:r 1etter t0 Sena’eor
Kohl whao, 1'am certain, will. also want to have the' ‘opportunity to respond. Piease know that’
I and the members of my staff on the Senate Commiitiee on Veterans™ Affairs appreciate the
effort you have made to keep me informed.

Sincerely,

Arlen Specter f

Chairman

AS/wst
enclosures



T TR

Veteran Popmation by VISN, Period of Service, and
Sex: 1995 TO 2010 continued

{m thousands)
Year Toral | Total | Persian Vietnam Korean WWII WW | Tots!
Wer Gulf Era -Conflict Paace
: War
VISN 18 B22.6] 656.71 42.6 269.9 163.5 2415 04| 187.9
Both Sexes 815.5| 650.7] 48.6 269.3 161.1 2305 0.3] 1874
80770 6437 54.4 268.6 158.2 219.2 0.2f 186.8
708.7] 635.2] 59.5 267.6 155.1 207.5 0.2 186.5
3| 788.6] 625.1] 63.7 2665 151.6 195.6 0.1 186.5
ol 778.0] 613.5] 67.0 2652 147.8 183.4 0.1] 187.3
71] .766.8] 600.4] 69.3 263.9 143.8 170.8 0.1 189.0
12| 785.1 586.6] 71.2 ' 2625 1395 158.4 0.0} 180.9]
03| 743.0{ 572.1] 72.8 261.0 134.8 146.0 0.0[ 183.1
4] 7305 s857.0[ 74.2 2592 129.8 133.8 0.0 195.2
© 717.8| 541.6] 75.4 257.3 124.4 122.0 0.0} 187.3
650.8] 462.1] 79.6 2447 934 69.2 0.0 207.0
Males ~776.5] 627.0f 37.2 260.1 159,7 229.7 04 171.0
769.0| 620.5/ 42.5 258.4 157.2 218.1 0.3] 170.6
760.8| 613.1] 47.5 258.7 1544 208.1 0.2] 170.1{
751,71 604.5] 52,1 2578 151.3 186.9 0.1] 169.7
741.5| 594.2| 55.7 256.7 147.9 1853 0.1] 169.6
730.8] 582.7/] 58.5 255.4 144.3 173.6 0.1 170.2
003] 718.5| 569.8 60.5 254.2 140.3. 161.6 0C.1| 171.6
302| 707.8| 656.4] < 62.2 252.8 1361 148.6 0.0 173.2
695.7] 542.3] 63.7 251.3 1315 137.7 0.0 174.9
683.1| 527.6] 64.8 249.6 126.5 126.0 0.0} 176.6
. 670.2] 5127 65.8 247.7 121.2 114.6 0.0] 178.2
603.7| 4357 69.6 2354 90.7 64.3 0.0{ 185.8
Femates 46.1] 28.7 5.3 9.8 3.9 118 0.0] 16.9
48.5| 30.2 6.1 9.8 3.8 11.4 0.0/ 16.8
46.8] 30.5 6.8 9.8 2.8  11.1 00} 188
47.0 30.8 7.5 9.8 3.8 10.7 0.0 16.8
47.1| 30.B 8.0 9.8 7 103 0.0/ 16.9
47.2| 30.8 8.4 9.8 3.6 9.8 0.0 171
47.3| 30.5 B.7 9.8 3.5 8.3 0.0 17.4
47.3] 30.2( 9.0 9.7 3.5 8.8 0.0 17.8
47.3 298 g.2 9.7 3.4 8.4 0.0/ 182
47.37 28.4 9.3 9.6 3.3 7.9 0.0, 18.6
47.3] 289 9.5 9.6 3.2 7.4 0.0, 19.0
47.11 26.4] 10 8.3 2.7 48 0.0 21.2
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Veteran Population by VISN, Period of Service, and
Sex: 1995 TO 2010 continued

{m thousands)
Yaar Total Totai | Persian Vietnam Korean WWIH Ww Il Towi
War Guit Erse  Confiict Peace
' War ' '
e VISN 12 198511,293.4{1,017.1 715 380.0 2184 3675 C.7| 280.4
Wi Both Sexes 1996}1,275.0/1.003.4] 82.3 389.1 2136 348.5 0.5] 286.8

1897}1,255.5| 988.2] 82.8 387.1 2077 328.3 O0.4] 283.2
1998}1,234.5] 971.2] 102.2 3844 2018 310.1 0.3] 279.6
999]1,212.6{ 951.8] 110.0 381.2 1859 280.8 0.2 277.2
2000§1,180.5| §30.5{ 116.2 3775 1B9.S 271.6 0.i] 2766
2001§1,167.8| 806.9| 120.4 373.4 184.0 252:5. 0.1 277.7
2002]1,144.7| 881.8] 123.8 368.7 177.9 2334 0.1 279.6
2003]1,121.4] -855.8] 126.6 363.6 171.5 214.6 '0.0] 282.2
2004]1,098.1] 829.2|] 128.9 358.4 164.8 196.2 0.0 285.4
2005§1.074.8| 802.1] 130.8 353.1 158.0 178.2 0.0 288.8
2010] 960.8| 668.3] 136.7 324.3 119.8 98.8 0.0] 307.1

Males 1995]1,245.9] 9B5.1] 6€3.0 381.8 216.1 354.9 0.7 -274.3
1996}1,226.9] §70.7] 72.6 380.8 2104 336.3 0.5 270.9
1997§1,207.0] 954.8, 81.9 378.8 204.6 317.8 0.3] 267.4]
1998f1,185.6/ 937.3] 90.3 376.1 198.8 299.1 0.2] 264.0
1999)1,163.4| 917.7] 987.2 372.8 182.8 280.4 0.2] 261.5

. 200011,340.9) B96.2] 102.6 368.2 187.0 261.6 - 0.1} 260.7

-~ 200141,117.9] 872.6| 106.4 365.1 181.1 243.0 0.1 261.3
200211,094.4] B47.7] 108.5 360.4 175.1 2244 0.1 262.7
2003)1,070.7] 821.9] 111.9 '355.3 168.8 206.1 0.0 264.7
2004]1,047.0{ 795.6] 113.8 350.2 162.3 188.2 0.0 267.1
2005]1,023.4] 768.0{ 115.5 344.9 1554 170.7 0.0 269.9
20101 907.9] 637.8] 120.6 3166 117.8 94.1 0.0 283.9

Femaies 1885 47.5 32.0 8.4 8.2 3.3 12.7 0.0 16.0
1896 48.1 32.7 8.7 8.3 3.2 124 0.0 18.9
1897 48.5 33.4 10.8 8.3 3.1 1.6 0GC.0 15.8
1998 48.9 33.8 12.0 8.3 3.1 11.0 0.0 15.6
1998 48.2 34.2 12.8 8.3 3.0 105 0.0 15.7
200 49.6 34.3 13.6 8.3 2.8 9.8 0.0 15.9
: 2001 48.9 34.3 14.0 8.3 2.8 85 0.0 16.3
% 2002 50.3 34.1 14.4 8.3 2.8 8.0 0.0 16.8

2003 50.7 33.8 14.7 8.3 2.7 85 0.0 17.8
- 2004 51.0 33.8 15.0 8.2 2.6 80 0.0 18.2
2005 51.4 331 15.2 8.2 2.5 75 0O 18.0
i 20101 528 30.4 16.1 7.8 2.0 4.8  0.0] 231




January 22, 1997

Senator Arlen Specter, Chair

Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs
530 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

"Dear Chalrman Specter

I am wrztmg regardmg the pmpused Federaf budget cuts at the Tomah Veterans Medical
Center, Tomah, Wisconsin (VISN 12).

I understand one of the reasons for the proposed cuts is that veterans are leaving the
Mid-west and moving to the Sunbeit. I would appreciate a copy of any statistics that
verifies this shift in population.

In this era of budget cutbacks, I realize the need to shift resources within the VA. The
veterans of the State of Wisconsin have earned these vntal servxces effered by the VA I do

- not want to see Wlsconsm veterans penahzed

Thank you and I appreciate your support of veterans.

Sincerely,

Terry Musser, Chair
Wisconsin Assembly Committee on
Veteran and Military Affairs






STATE OF WISCONSIN, DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

30 West Mifflin Street, P. Q. Box 7843, Madison, W[ 53707.7843
Tommy G. Thompson, Governor

Raymond G. Boland, Secretary R -
March 13, 1997

TO: Members, Assembly Veterans and Military Affairs Committee
FROM: Charles Hoslet, Executive Assistanj;ﬁ({
RE: Budget Briefing Charts

As requested at the hearing last week, attached are copies of the charts used by the department to
brief the committee on Governor Thompson’s budget recommendations and the status of the
Veterans Trust Fund. Also attached is a list of the items requested by the department that were

~ not included in the Governor’s recommendations.

As always, please contact me if vou have any questions. T can be reached at 266-3081.

Attachments



VETERANS

1997-1999 BUDGET

GOVERNOR THOMPSON'S
- RECOMMENDATIONS TO
THE LEGISLATURE

FROGRAM BUDGET SUMMARIES

o Wisconsin Veterans Home
FY 96 - $32.7 Million FY 98 - $35.9 Million
FY97 . $34.1 Million FY 99 - $36.7 Million
$67.8 Million §72.6 Miilion

« Trust Fund Programs
Fyos - 812.2 Miliion FY 98 - £17.1 Million
FY97 - $12.3 Million FY 99 . 5187 Million
$24.5 Million $3%.8 Miilion

Wisconsin Veterans Population
Vs,
Total Wisconsin Population

Wi Veterans
10%

£13,000

TOTAL WDVA BUDGET

FY 96 - $109.7 million FY 08 - $114.3 million
FY 97 - §113.9 million FY 99- 8128 7 million

1 $223.6 million $243.0 million

* Primary Mortgage Loan Program
Debt Service, Admin. Costs {in DVA budges}

FY 96 - $63.6 Million FY 98 - $63 Million
FY 97 - $67 Million FY 99 - §73 Milion
$130.6 Million $136 Mitlion

Laoans 1o Veterans {from bonds, not in budget)

FY 96 - §72.9 Million FY98 - §156 Million
FY 97 - $72.9 Million FY 99 . $156 Million
$145.9 Million $312 Million
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Outlays by Program
1997-1999 Biennium

) frust Fund

8%
Wisconsin
Home Loan Veterans
Program Home
E2% 3%

GPR Funding - $4.2 Million
1997-1999 Biennium

m King Cematery -
$48.800

$2.5 Wil

JloUstaMmi

Wisconsin Veterans Home
Current Status

$67.8 Million 1995-1997 Operating Budget
749 Members

667 Staff (Full and Part-Time)

$65 Miilion in Infrastruchure

¥ King Deixt Service - |

 Veterans Museum - |

i
|

WDVA Funding Sources
1997-199% Biennium
# Program Rewnueé

-$70.2 Millien |
® Segregated Funds!
- $188 Million
& Fegeral Funds - |
S5T5,000 i

%

WISCONSIN VETERANS
HOME

Home at King
1927-9% Budget
By Sources of Revenue

s Banmesaos
o4

A ikl ook
i




CHANGES TO
VETERANS BENEFITS

GOVERNOR'S 1997-1999
BUDGET
RECOMMENDATIONS

New Personal Loan Program

L]

Provides $135 million annually for new
program which will provide veierans and
their dependents with loans of up to
$15,000.

+ Funds can be used for business, education
or'medical expenses, debt consolidation or
the purchase of a mobile home,

Other Improvements

.

State Tax Dollars for Veterans Museum

Veterans Assistance Program Site at
Southern Wisconsin Center

Increased Grants for CVS0s

+ Computerization for CVS0s and V8Os
Extended Eligiblity for Tuition Reimb.
Health Care Aid Grant Extended

.

Peacetime Veterans Eligibility

Extends eligibility for state veterans
henefits to veterans who served on active
duty under honorable conditions for 2
consecutive years.

Makes approximately 100,000 Wisconsin
veterans eligible.

Home Loan Program

Provides authority to use Taxabie Bonds to
finance home loans for eligible veterans.

-

Will allow veterans who entered service
after 1976 to take advantage of program.

+ Expect to issue approximately $156 million
in new home loans annually.

Program Increases
1995.1997 1957.1%
Grants - $6.9 Million Grants - 8.6 Million
Personal Loans - $9.2M  Personal Loans - $30M

Home Loans - $145.9M  Home Loans - $312M



WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS

VETERANS TRUST FUND

TRUST FUND REVENUES

EOURCE AR NT

Pre-Wwil Badance H 320
£543 Somax on income 5 TaInAm
IA7-51 Liguon Tax § RIS
947 Getwral me Apfionrain LN R

2851 Gremerad Fumd Approsriation
TH6Y Lvintert Soxrd Loar
E973 Grenemad Frind Approgpiation
1972 Grenmend Frund Appresprission
E9TA Gieneral Fune Approprimian
1875 Grenzmmi Find Lown
924 General Font Approprising
1974 Dol Fund Loan .
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HISTORY OF
VETERANS TRUST FUND

{1 Fund created in 1961~ consisted of
consolidated separate funds.

I} Initial infusion of funds came from surtax on
income in 1943 and hguor tax from 1947
to 1951,

3 The Trust Fund has received no General
Parpose Revenue (GPR) since 1988,

CURRENT TRUST FUND
STATUS

[ The Trust Fund is supported by loan
repayments and interest from investments.

IJ The Trust Fund supports loans {o veterans and
ali veteran grants such as Tuition Fee &
Reimbursement, Subsistence Aid, Health

. Care Aid, Refraining, CVSO grants and -
‘other Local Organizations.

THE PRINCIPLLE

IT TAKES
MONEY TO
MAKE MONEY




T DVA STRAT

= INFUSE CAPITAL TO TRUST FUND
ASSET BASE

« USE THE CAPITAL TO INCREASE
PERSONAL LOAN PROGRAM

+ USE REVENUES FROM LOAN
REPAYMENT TO FUND GRANT
PROGRAMS

« BUILD CASH FLOWS AND SOLVENCY
FOR THE LONG-TERM.

CQUTSTANDING LOAN & CASH BALANCES
1983-2005

$175,000 00
$HE 880460 L

iy Outsiansing Loats biantas T a
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Budget Items Not Approved

The following requests were not included in the Governor's budget recommendations for the Department of
Veterans Afffairs,

DIN FYos FY93

Ne. Decision ltem Dollars Positions Dollars Positions
5004 WVH Preventive Maintenance Staff & (2.0} 3 0 (2.0)
5008 WVH Security Staffing Requirements 20,700 {103 27.600 {(1.0)
3012 VWM Turnever Resiorztion 186,300 (0.0} 188,300 (00
4002 WVHDJ/pice Activatea Software & 1T Siad 78500 {10} 42.50C {(1.C
4083 Document imagining of Veteran Records 5583.80C {2.0) £2.000 (2.0
8001 Trarsiicnal Veterans Employment 25,000 {0.0) 25000 {007
8208 WS Grantingresse 22280 {003 25,000 (0.3
BEGZ  Central Offica infiztionary increase 41,300 (0.0 68,500 (G0
851C  Turnover Restoraton 45 900 (0.0) 45 800 { G._G )
7005  Museum Curator of Sites & Field Services 26,800 (1.0) 35,700 {0.0}







March 17, 1997

Senator Arlen Specter, Chair

Senate Committee on Veterans' Affairs
530 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

 Déért¢ﬁéifmanmSpé6féi£'7"m

Thank you for your ‘letter of February 24, 1997, regarding the .

Department of Veterans’ Affairs (VA) resource allocation.

I appreciate the information sent, the veteran population
projections for VISN 12 and VISN 18. While it is reasonable to
shift resources within the VA to areas with increasing populations,
I can not help but think that these funds will be lost forever.

My fear is that when Persian Gulf War veterans begin to require
access to these services, they will be unavailable. Fron the

.o present to. the yvear 2010, the rate of populatlon growth among these;¥ 'a
QJ“vet@rans is hlgh@r ims VISN 12 than VISN:18:. ' e

I would appreciate a copy of the past 5 years expenditures and the
projected expenditures for VISN 12 and VISN 18.

~Thank you for your Suppgrt of veterans.

Sinderely,

Terry Mugger, Chair
Wisconsin Assembly Committee on
Veteran and Military Affairs

co: Herbert H. Kohl, U.S8. Senator
Rusesell D. Feingold, U.3. Senator






MENTAL HEALTH CENTER of pane county, inc.
625 W, Washington Avenue + P.O, Box 1409 - Madison, W 53701-1409 « (608} 251-2341 + FAX (608) 251-1514

Honorable Janet Reno

. Attorney General of the United States
- Department of Justice

Room 4400

950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, D.C. 20530-0001

Dear Attorney General Reno:

I'am writing to you as a concerned citizen and President of the Board of Directors of the Mental Health Center of

Dane County. We need your help to prevent a tragedy. We need you to contact Roger B. Lindo, INS Director of

- the Milwaukee Office, and urge him to use his discretionary power to declare an emergency situation for the

- citizenship applications for Southeast Asian refugees with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and/or Depression and
.10 process them wmed;ate}y (See attached leaeraprnl 2§st toMr. Lmdo fmm the Mental Health Center’s ..

o '-Exemmve Dnector )

| As the time for Iosmg SsI mﬁts approaches, these ¢heats realize that they may not be made citizens in time to -

. ‘prevent the loss of their benefits. These are severely disabled pmgle who will be unable to hold jobs. They are in

- extremely vulnerable position with the threat of 193! benefits on

y months away. Their psychiatric condition is
wa:semng Many are becoming more hopeless and depressed. Some are beginning to talk about suicide.

As you are aware, there was a recent suicide of 2 Hmong man in the Mauston area who was notified about Joss of
his SSI benefits. This untenable situation is entirely preventable. I we can assure these clients that help is
tmminently on the way, we ¢an prevem further depression and psychiatric deterioration.

To date, approximately 60 of our So&meast Asian clients with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and/or Depression
- have applied for citizenship. They have been determined by either a licensed psychologist or psychiatrist to be so

" severely and chronically impaired because of their Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and/or Clinical Depmsswn that -
- they need to be exempted from the English and Civics requirements of the citizenship tests. -

We urge you to prevail upon the Milwaukee INS District Director to consider citizenship applications for
‘Southeast Asian refugees with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder and/or Depression as an emergency situation and to
process tiwm smmcdxawiy The handling of thesc cascs constitute a matter of life and death. e

B _'.{‘hask you for your attention to and. support of the urgancy of our request. If you have any immediate quest:ons,

or need our assistance in any way, please contact Gail Marker, Program Director, at (608) 251-2341.

Sincerely, .
cetrk e

Connie E. R. Deer

Board President
As authorized by board action of Apnil 2, 1997.
Anne Amesen Earl Bricker Mark Covaleski Connie Deer
Signe Prank Christine Hodge Charlic Kargas Yai Lee _
Carol Lobes John Mau John Metcalf Steve Pudloski
Deirdre Garton Bev Young

A Privirte Non-Profit Corporation

e &b






B5/14/1997 15:14  £0B-267-3906 WI COUNCIL ON DD PAGE Bl

Sk‘:zte caf Wlar::msm

722 Witliomson Sireet V(ﬁggé éggg; igg Zzg
P.O. Box 785)
Madiion, W1 53707.7851 Counil on Developmenml Dimbllshes FAX {608} 267-3506

FACSIMILE COVER MESSAGE

_CGNF!DEMTIALITY “This facsimile tran&mm;on is ;ntended “anly for the use of the individual or entity to. whsr:h it
s addressad L may cantam mfomatson wh:ch ;s pnw!agmﬁ mnﬁd&mhai or exempt from dssciosure under applicabie
o !aw : : .

'f the readar of th;s message ss not tha mtendm reacimeni ycm are nﬂtiﬁed that any rewew use, copying, or - -
dissemnination or distribution of tha contests, other than to the addressee of this communication is strictly prohibited.

H you received this cﬂ}mn‘k_t.:nlcatmn in arror, nofify us immediately by telephone and retumn the original message o us
through the United States Postal Service to the address we will provide.

DATE: é'-»/-‘/»y} .

0 Nnm . T T R L T R L T mem-mm o
EX L A Ep — STA. CEAE SERSTHTIE 282-3692
| tosakion S Aoom Surmier | Telephonn Namiver
STATE cat ol | N lesT| 204 %y
FROM@MM
Name Nutrr of Pages Escsimile Telaphons Nitber
Inetuding This
Caver Shast
Lacation Telsphons Number

7;47
M;V ﬁééfw ﬂg&j’,m’
M«Q} M@Wm&(aq#gd/

M@wﬂéwmmmwﬁw
i

foo Wadsuptoe oy Bpay 2o v yig) ailiv, Jongindl. S

L4
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Asgembly Joint Remolution

Whereap, thousands of Southeast Asian soldiers fought for and
with W.8. armed forces in the Vietnam War; and

Whereas, many were injured or killed alongside their Amexrican
conrades; and

Whamaas, most werxe forced to flee their own countries aftex
the war to avoid being kllled; and

Wheress, i:hay fled %to the United Htates where many were
- promised compensation for service to our. aauntry, but whzch thmy.;_
daﬂ nmt rﬂqa&ve* and S o

ﬁhéxé&a, thasa Hmong soldiers and their families, here as
legal immigrants, are now in danger of loging SS$I and food stamp
benefits, as well as all federal means tested benefits; and

Whereas, while fighting and dying for the United States, many
of these young soldiers had little or no tome for education in
their homeland, resulting in difficulty learning American customs

. and language needed to earn United States c;tzzenshmy, now,
-;thsxefnra bm it oo _

nasalved.by th&.Assemhlyu with the Senate concurrmug, That the
Wisconsin legislature hereky respectfully urges the Congreas of the
United States and the President of the United States to recognize
these sacrifices and service to our country by gran;;ng immediate
and automatic citizenship to all. Laa—Hmong refugee veterans of the
Vietnam War, their wives, widows and children; and, be it further
regolved that they thereby have endowed upon them the full rights
and privileges of that citigenship; and be lt finally

Resolved, That the Agsembly chief clerk shall provide a copy
of this joint resolution to all members of the Wisconsin delegation
to Congress, the presiding officera of the U.S. House of
Representatives and the U,%. Senate and the President of the United
States.
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7 geosw &M‘%"‘M, 52925

Good Afternoon, I am Patricia M, Hobbins-Kemps, and am speaking In regard to the Southeast Asian refugee
population. I will speak for information only,

WISCONSIN REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT BACKGROUND

The state of Wisconsin has expedsnced a continuous and heavy influx of Southeast Asian refugees over the past
20 years. According to the Southeast Asian Refugee Population map of Wisconsin (see attachment),
fortmuiated by the State Department of Refugee Assistance, the Wisconsin Southeast refuges population

is 47,232 as of December 1996 and is comprised of Vietnamese, Laotian, Cambodian and Hmong families.

Primary and secondary resettlement has had a tremendous impact upon the ability of Wisconsin communities to
provide essential services to refugees. Hmong refugees, representing 80 percent (38,094) of the total refugee
.pcpuiatmn carrently maintain a welfare dependency ‘rate of over .30 percent and, therefors, heavily participate -
in the wclfare pmgrammmg of thezr respective cs‘:)mmumt:es (DHSS 1996}

LOCAL IMPACTS DUE TO REFUGEE POPULATION CONCENTRATIONS

Of the four Southeast Asian refugee groups, the Hmong and Cambodian refugees penerally apply for public
asgistance when they first arrive in Wisconsin.  Bignificant resettlement problems include;

1. large family size, on average 3.5 persons;

2. agrarian cultural background with skills that do not transfer readily to a post-industrizi econorny;
3, little or no formal education, including lack of English language proficiency; and

4, h;gh rates of poverty wnth a welfarc dependence rate of over 30 percent

Local 1mpacts do not stop with' the costs of publzc welfare. - Schoois, health care famlmes and housing are also -
severely strained by incrensing refugee resettlement.

Wisconsin Works (W-2), Governor Thompson’s program for welfare reform, signed into law on May 1 of 1994,
marks a major change in welfare policy through its goal to help families with children by replacing their current
cash assistance with employment,

This reform plan will have 4 significant impact on the state’s Squthesst Asian refugee population for the following
reasons:

*the proposed wage package of W-2 sets a flat income at ¢r below minimum wage-regardless of family
gize;

*a remedial or post-secendary education and training component is no longer available;

*about 88 percent of all refugees are dependem on Medical Assistance for their health care, which wilt
become an employment.related benefit; and

*poverty--Wisconsin Southeast Asian children currently have the highest child poverty rate in the nation,
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IMPACT OF FEDERAL WELFARE POLICY CHANGES

Overall, there are approximately 58,000 legal, foreign bomn residents of Wisconsin who have not naturalized.

Federal welfare reform will cut off food stamps and 51 benefits for legal immigrants, including refugees who
have been in the United States more than five years. In Wisconsin, an estimated 7.200 will lose food stamps by
April 1997 and nearly 4,600 may lose S8 by August of this year. This represents a loss of at least $27 million
annually in federal funds in Wisconsin,

‘The federal law changes extend well beyond the elimination of SSI and food stamps to include virtually ail
federal means tested benefits, This will further destroy the safety net by eliminating this population from low-
income housing, Low Income Home Energy Assistance Payments and other benefits.

$S1 recipients will be most severely impacted, but even W2 recipients who lose food stamps will experience
approximately a 50% cut in income. Because Wisconsin eliminated: most of its cash general relief, many of the

elderly and disabled will have 1o alternative means of support. '

A direct result of this shift in é&_clfaré policy is the increased potential for suici&e.amang_'_the Southeast Asian
dependent population, in fact Wisconsin has already experienced 2 such cases.

ACTION STEPRS

Wisconsin can tzke several steps to relieve some of the impact from lost 81 and other benefits:

*replace lost federal benefits. Replacing food stamps would cost $5.07 million, maintaining the current state
supplement would cost 8548 million and replacing lost SSI payments would cost $22.08 million.

*maximize state coverage of aliens eligible for W2, Remove the 60 day residency requirement for migrants.
- Provide migrant workers with access to. job access loans, up to the amount they conld repay with their Wisconsin
Cemployment. o s . L Rty
*allow the second wage earner to eam a second W2 position grant,
*allow W2 recipients who do not quatify for food stamps to ean a bonus to replace the lost stamps.
*assist irﬁmigrénts in obtaining citizenship. Because of the wide-spread impact of welfare reform, this could be

the most effective long-term solution. Four states are already begun. this process. Given Wisconsin's surplus in
TANF funding as a result of lower than expected W2 caseloads, we have the funding to engage this process,
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WISCONSIN AMERICAN LEGION

The meeting was cailed to order by S’%ﬁ&iﬁ {iommaﬁdzf Rag&r Es%azhlsmz at2: 3@ PM. F{}Hawmg the salntc tﬂ ﬂ}e
Colors, Invocation was rendered by State Cﬁhapim Gale Dahlke. The Pledge to the flag and Preamble were led
in unison by the State Cs‘amman;ﬁer and m}l caii was: takerz ‘by the State ﬁd}&t&ﬁt with the feii&wmg in

attendance:

Roger Mazhzsan ‘State Camm s ':Wééﬁby
David Wegener, Vice Commander, West Allis
Ari ngh%s&m Vzca {Zcmmande_; i’egm

Daig P‘etﬁmﬁ Past Cﬁmmaﬁder, West Salﬁm
Gale Dahlke, State Chaplain, Fox Lake - '
Jim E’}aﬁm Ist District Commander, Beloit
Robert Clearwater, 2nd District Commander, ?art Wasﬁmgten
Skip Gust, 3rd District Commander, Madison f. 3

Robert Emrk 4th District Commander, Mﬂwauk%

Sz:mty Em?;grsé Sth District Brd ”%’;ce Cemmamier West Aiiis

E}uaae {L‘aarad Sﬁz jﬁxsmm Commaad&r Shawam}

Terry Hanson, Sth District Commander, Kaukaum

Don Jacobson, 10th Eismm C@mmmﬁr, Comstock
LaVern Schroeder, lith District Commander, Lake %mahawk
Rghert ’E’hﬁm@ 12th I)zsmaz ﬁamzﬁander eren b

Excused: Hﬁbﬁﬁ Haie Sth ﬁasmei Csmmarzdar Mliwauk&e
Others pré%eﬁi, not members of the commitiee proper:

Russ Peck, State Adjutant, Milwaukee

Lee Murry, State Service Officer, Milwaukee

Cathy Gorst, Siate Judge Advocate, Marshfield

Lloyd Koeller, Sgt at Arms, Shawano

Clyde Jenkins, Sgt 2t Arms, New London

Joe Meeks, Americanism Chairman, Park Falls

Wayne J. Painter, Badger Legionnaire-PR Chr,, Whitefish Bay







VETERANS EDUCATION COMMITTEE

b INCORPORATORS

JAMES H. MALLAS
Erockfield

HENRY KOLLER
Seuth Milwaskee

NORBERT KULKG

Brigtol

“i o PRESIDENT
S WAYNE FARER
T Lamira
VICE PRESIDENT
DANIEL SPIELEALER
: South Milwaukee
BOARD CHATRMAN
HARVEY WEL{HEE
Fart Atkinson
VICE CHAIRMAN
3 GEGRGE TREWYN
: Oshkosh
b EXECUTIVE SECY.
W.oH. EMANUEL
Mercer

OF WISCONSIN

ACTION ARM FOR WISCONSIN'S VETERANS
PO, BOX 225 MERCER, W1 54547

December 5, 1897

Representative Terry Musser

P.O. Box 8953

Madison, WI 53708

Good Morning:

VEC was at a loss to know how The American Legion got
seated on WDVA Council on Veterans Programs; until I
received my copy of last Executive meeting,

Obviously for the time being, this action makes our earlier
request mute!

HAPPY HOLIDAYS from all of us at VEC!
Sincerely,
o
W. H. Emanuel
Executive Secretary

Enclosure

cc: QOfficers
Board of Directors

WHE/le






VETERANS

AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

30 West Mifftin Street, P.O. Box 7843, Madison, WI 53707-7843
(608} 266-1311 FAX (608) 267-0403

1-800-947-8387 (WIS VEIS)

Tommy G. Thompson, Governor

Raymond G. Boland, Secretary

June 17, 1998

Honorable Terry M. Musser

Room 11 Wesi

State Capitol

P.O. Box 8952

Madison, WI 53707-8952 )
: -

Dear Repre tive Mussgr:

The Department of Veterans Affairs requested authority to construct a veterans
memorial cemetery in northwestern Wisconsin for a total project cost of
$3,000,000 Federal Funds in response to legislation passed authorizing
veterans cemeteries in southeastern and northwestern Wisconsin (1993
Wisconsin Act 296). The southeastern cemetery was approved in the 1995-97
biennium and was built at the Southern Wisconsin Center at Union Grove.

1993 Wisconsin Act 296 authorized the Department of Veterans Affairs to
construct and operate veterans cemeteries in northwestern and southeastern
Wisconsin. This Act was designed to preserve the availability of memorial
cemetery space for Wisconsin veterans. In the 1993-95 biennium the Building
Commission approved the design and the construction of a southeastern
cemetery on state-owned or privately donated land.

There are over 530,000 war-time veterans in Wisconsin. This includes 154,000
veterans of World War Il and as many as 700 veterans of World War 1. Most of
these veterans are in their 70’s, 80’s and 90’s. There are approximately 24,000
to 25,000 war-time veterans who reside in northwestern Wisconsin. This makes
up about 5% of the total population of Wisconsin veterans.

The projected construction cost of $3,000,000 and annual operating budget of
between $250,000 and $350,000. The construction would consist of a multi
purpose administration building , public restrooms, roadways, parking areas, a
ceremonial site and a burial garden utilizing pre-set crypts.



fn the fall of 1998 a Process Action Team was developed and a list of criteria
to be used in evaluating potential sites for the location of the northwestern
cemetery. The criteria included consideration of

visibility,acessibility ,topographiy,surrounding properties,utility connections, and
acquisition cost. Personnel from WDVA and DOA reviewed nine potential sites,
and two were selected to present to the team for their review and
recommendation. The two locations were the Sawyer County Metcalf proparty
and the Washburn County property known as Beaver Brook.

The team reviewed pictures of the two sites, as well as a written description and
a map of each site. Afier discussing the pros and cons of each site, a vote was
taken. Based on information reviewed and criteria, the Process Action team
unammously recommended that, upon donation by the Washburn County and
favorable soil analysis, the Northwest Cemetery be constructed on the parcel of
land referred to as Beaver Brook. -

The Northwest cemetery would have the capability of interring 250 veterans a
year and will be situated on 100 acres of land.

I have enclosed photos of the Beaver Brook site and reference material for your
review. On June 19, 1998 I will propose the Beaver Brook site selection to the
Board of Veterans Affairs for their approval.

These faéiiitiﬁs will not only provide a ﬁnal -resting-piace' for those who served ,
they will also preserve the legacy of unparalleled sacrifice made by Americans in
the 20th century to bring freedom to the world.

The Department looks forward to working with you on Northwest Cemetery
project. Mr. John A. Scocos , my Executive Assistant will be my point of contact
on this matter and be reached at (608) 266-3081.

Sincerely,
DEPAR T OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

RAYMOND G./BOLAND
Secretary



VETERANS

. STATE OF W.
i1 AF FAIRS DEPARTMENT t?F Vﬁlg§$§§ﬁFFAIRS

30 West Mifflin Streei, P.O. Box 7843, Madison, WI 53707-7843
(608 266-1311 FAX (608 267-0403

1-806-947-8387 (WIS VETS)

Tommy G. Thompson, Governor

Ravmond G. Boland, Secretary

Directors

News Release
:'Ffi;diiﬁ?_;' 3,33”1&3%91%8 L o Contact: Steve Qlsen
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 608-267-3582

Site near Spooner chosen for new state veterans cemetery

The Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs (WDVA) has selected 8C-acres of
tand, known as Beaver Brook, near Spooner as the site for a new state veterans cemetery,
WDVA Secretary Raymond G. Boland announced today.

The site, which {tiﬁ -Bé dgﬁéisfé_d to WDYA by Washburn County, is approximately
three miles south of Spooner on the eastside of Highway 33.

The selection of Beaver Brook was unanimously approved today by the
Wisconsin Board of Veterans Affairs, which oversees WDVA’s programs.

Using criteria developed by the federal government for citing national veterans
cemeteries, WDV A chose Beaver Brook because it is centrally located (between Eau
Claire and Superior) to serve the maximum number of veterans and their families, and 1t
has minimal overlap of service with the Fort Snelling National VA Cemetery in
Minneapolis.

It also is easily accessible from a major four-lane highway and has scenic

countryside with terrain and soil suifable for a cemetery.

[more]



New state veterans cemetery --—- add one

Furthermore, Washbﬁm County is donating the land, which will reduce the total
cost of the cemetery project and expedite its completion.

“We thorcughly examined nine sifes in northwestern Wisconsin as possible
locations, including land around Stone Lake near the border of Washburn and Sawyer
counties,” Boland said. “Beaver Brook best met all the critenia, and I feel it will become
an outstanding cemetery.”

The estimated cost for cemetery construction is approximately §3 million and wiil
be fzmded witha granz from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). .

Currently, the VA .ﬁmds 50 percent of state cemetery construction expenses, but
legislation is progressing through Congress that would raise the VA funding level to 100
percent of construction costs.

A ground-breaking ceremony for the new cemetery is planned for November
1998, and it is expected to open in the spring of 2000,

WDVA recently completed construction of the Southern Wisconsin Veterans

‘Memorial Cemetery near Union Grove in Racine County. To serve central Wisconsin,
WDVA opéra:‘ies.' a .cemetéry adj a’i:ezﬁ to the Wiscénsin Vet’érans ger’he ai'Kéng in
Waupaca County.

“The addition of a state veterans cemetery in northwestern Wisconsin fulfills our -
department’s pledge to provide the best possible coverage throughout the state. Even
though the Wood National VA Cemetery in Milwaukee has reached its burial capacity,
approximately 82 percent of Wisconsin veterans will live within 75 miles of a veterans
cemetery when the new cemetery is completed,” Boland said. “With the great support of
Gov. Tommy Thompson and the Legislature, we can ensure that veterans and their
families will receive the burial benefits they’ve earned without having to travel great

distances.”
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Overview:

To provide veterans and their families in southern Wisconsin with a final resting place that
acknowledges and honors their achievements and sacrifices on behalf of our nation, the
Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs has opened the Southern Wisconsin Veterans'
Memorial Cemetery near Union Grove, in Racine County. It replaces the Wood National VA
Cemetery in Milwaukee, which has stopped accepting casket burials.

Situated on state-owned farmland at the Southern Wisconsin Center, the 105-acre cemetery
site encompasses gently rolling hills with serene, natural beauty. Cemetery architects have
called it “an ideal site.”

As a lasting tribute té those who served in the armed forces, the new cemetery will remind
fut:us:e crenerations that veterans were 1nstrumentai in preservma our nation’s freedem

The cemetery is cnnvementiy 1ocated (see map) and easﬂy acce351ble from metropohtan
Milwaukee, Racirie and Kenosha. The cemetery is designed to serve the needs of 350,000
veterans who reside in southern Wisconsin, the state’s most populous region. Forty percent of
all Wisconsin veterans live within 50 miles of Union Grove and 50% live within 75 miles.

The cemetery is expected to inter about 650 veterans and family members annually. It has the
capacity to meet burial demand for 60 or more years. The cemetery has the capability to bury
caskets now and will accept cremation urns for placement in a temporary entombment
structure. The urns will be moved to a permanent burial garden or a columbarium wall when
construction is compieted in 1997.

L Construttmn of the cemetery is. bemg fmanced by $1 24 rmllmn from the state and -

apprommately $1.96 million in a VA matching grant. The Wisconsin Army National Guard has
contributed engineering work valued at about $220,000. The total cost of cemetery construction
is about $3.45 million.

Major highways leading to Union Grove

2 Madison
\\2\ .

! / Cemetery
( C
C
f 14 s
Ef H 11

Union | ; \
i Grove *H Janesville Kenosha




The next-of-kin of an eligible veteran will be assessed no fees by the cemetery for the gravesite,
an engraved headstone or marker, the opening and closing or perpetual care.

A fee of $250 will be assessed for the interment of spouses, unremarried surviving spouses and
dependent children of eligible veterans. (There is no fee charged if the spouse or unremarried
surviving spouse was a member of the Wisconsin Veterans Home at King at the time of death.)

The cemetery will assess the funeral director a charge for the cost of a grave liner or
columbarium niche.

Timeline for development:

[

o June 1, 1996 — Construction began.
. September 30, 1996 — First interment.
. February 1997 — Begin construction of chapel/administration building.

. November 1997 — Dedication of cemetery.



Donations:

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) will match dollar-for-dollar any donation of
morney or in-kind materials {rom veterans’ groups, other organizations and individuals
received before the completion of construction in late 1997. Donations may be earmarked for a
specific item (listed below). General donations are also encouraged. All contributions will be
acknowledged in an appropriate manner.

Donations are needed for:

*  Flags for the committal chapel, outdoor committal shelter, avenue of flags.

*  Flagpoles.

* Grave location information kiosk.

Entrance gate.. .

Ceremonial area plaza

Outdoor committal shelter.

Landscape features such as trees, shrubs and paths.

Reflecting pond.

*  Accessories for the committal chapel/administration building, such as skylights, bay
windows and artwork.

*  The cemetery will also need ongoing volunteer support for activities such as color guards,
landscape maintenance, decorating of graves, etc. While not eligible for matching funds
from the VA, this volunteer participation will be critical to the success of the cemetery.

For more information about donations please contact Marian Lewandowski, Wisconsin
~ Department of Veterans Affairs, at (414) 878-5660. If you are interested in: donating, please
send a check to: WDVA Cemetery Fund, 30 W. Mifflin St., Madison, W1 53707-7843."

WDVA BO136 (11/96}
BROCHURE\DTPBOI36.PMS5
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State of Wisconsin
' Jommy G. Thompson '

Governor 137 East Wilson Street

P.O. Box 7855

Jon E, Litscher Madison, Wl 33707-7855

Secretary

DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS

DATE: July 22,1998

TO: Interested Parties

FROM: yretary

SUB - : _-"Dep 1 ment of Empfeyment Relatmns Veferans Employmenz R@porr Ll

o Thzs correspondence is te mform you of the status of the 1 998 Vez‘emns Employment Report
~Qur, goa] as always,'is to produce an. accurate and rehabie report on the veteran status of civil -
service employes. Therefore, a new veterans status survey had to be developed to collect
necessary information on veterans. This legislative session there were changes in the definition
of “veteran™ and the inclusion of recent military campaigns. In addition, enhancements will be
made to the payroll file which will improve our ability to produce accurate and timely reports in
the future.

Earlier this week, the Department of Employment Relations (DER) sent notification to all agency
_ heads that the survey and correspondmg instructions will be sent to them in the next two weeks. . . .
& ___Once the survey'is recewcd ‘each agency. will distribute a-copy of it 'to every empioye of the =~
agency. In this phase, the agencies will have four weeks to distribute, collect and return the
surveys to DER.

When the surveys are returned, DER staff will review them for compieteﬁess and then forward
them to National Business Systems (NBS) for data entry. NBS will forward a computer tape to
the Department of Adminisiration that wiil interface with the payroll file. This phase will take
about five weeks.

After the data is entered onto the payroll file, Division of Affirmative Action staff will conduct a
random review of the database for accuracy and completeness. The Veterans Employment
Report will be produced following this phase, which will take about five weeks. 1 anticipate the
Report to be completed no later than December 1, 1998. 1 appreciate your understanding
regarding the delay in this year’s Report, but we believe it is necessary to do a survey to validate
accuracy.

If you have questions, please contact me at your earhiest convenience.

AN LQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




State of Wisconsin, Department of Veterans Affairs
30 West Mifflin Street, P.O. Box 7843
Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7843

 Date: ‘August 16,1998 -

From: Paul L. Fergot, Ex POW
Member, Council on Veterans Programs

Re: Activities and Membership Report

The Department of Wisconsin, American Ex-Prisoners of War has a current membership
of 1045 total members of which 336 are spouse members, 159 are widow members, and
550 are ex-prisoners. Of the tota] number of members 590 beiong to one of ezght
Wlsconsm Chapterﬁ ' : SR :

Like aH veterans orgamzatlons whose members are pnmarx iy from VWW 11, our ranks are
rapidly dwindling. During the memorial portion of our most recent convention, August
10-12, fifty nine members in attendance recognized twenty five members deceased in the
past vear. Along with the aging comes difficulty in traveling, some loss of leadership
skills, and some changes in priorities.

Nevertheless in the 1997-98 and 1998-99 years the Department made equal donations of
$100 to each of the following organizations: High Ground, Zablocki VA, Middleton VA,
Minneapolis VA, Tomah VA, Iron Mountain VA, Wisconsin King, and Med-search

' tetai of $800 per year The eight chapters have made szmliar conmbutlons

The Department continues to Sponsor a statemde Essay Contest for mlddle schooi
students.

In 1999 the Department voted to eliminate its traditional Mid-Winter Conference, leaving
only the August Conventaon as a state get-together.

We anticipate that as our membership continues to get smaller some of the chapters will
have to disband or merge, and that eventually we may have only the Department. We are
sad to see our members leave us, but glad that conditions are such that we do not
anticipate an increase in numbers of those who are eligible to join our organization.




